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_—Compel them to come in, that 
my houſe may be filled. 


Har Man, being naturally a ſociable 
Creature, is obliged, by the fundamen- 
tal Laws of Mutual Benevolence and 
doing as he would be done by, not to 

injure or vex his Neighbour, is confeſs d to be a 

Principle that ought to direct every Man that 

comes into the World: Yet how far, cont 

to this great Rule of natural Equity and Juſtice, 

the kindeſt Diſpoſitions and beſt Underſtandings 

may be hurried away by miſguided Zeal and a 

Spirit of Perſecution, the great Apoſtle St. Paul 

( whoſe Converſion we this Day commemorate) 

sa very remarkable inſtance. Who being brought 

up at the feet of Gamaliel in the ſtricteſt Sect 
of his Religion, was poſleſs'd by his Education 
with a mighty Reverence and Zeal for the Law 
of Moſes and Traditions of the Jews. Which, 
by a very natural conſequence, made him a pro- 
klsdand violent Enemy to our Saviour, who was 
conſtantly repreſented, by the Rulers and Elders 
of the People, as a Breaker and Deſtroyer of 
the Law. This ſuppoſed Innovation in Religi- 
on had fo terrible an effect upon St. Paul's 
mind, that without examining this new Do- 
Arine, and attending to its Truth, which was ſo 
A gloriouſly 


2 A SERMON preached before 
gloriouſly atteſted by prodigious demonſtrations of 
the Spirit of God and Power from on high, he ve. 
rity thought himſelf in Conſcience obliged 4 
do many things contrary to the Name and Pro. 
feſſion of Jeſus of Nazareth. And this he 
did, by his own account of himſelf, in all the 
poſſible inſtances of Cruelty and Violence; til 
our Saviour, deſigning to make him 2 Mznifter 
and Witneſs of his Goſpel, thought fit to re. 
claim him fromhis Error in a very extraordinary 
manner. This miraculous Converſion, and the 
Circumſtances of it, are urged by St. Auſtin, 
though very improperly, to juſtify Violence upon 
thoſe we think in Error. And much the 2 
Fate has attended the words of my Text, while 
not only the ſame Father, but the later Doctor 
eſpecially thoſe of the Romiſh Communion, haye 
brought them to juſtify what they call ſalutary 
Force and wholeſome Severities for the good of 
Souls; and upon this Foundation, amongſt the 
reſt, haye raiſed that abominable ſuperſtructure 
of Perjury and Blood, ſo often and ſo zealouſly 
employed for the Converſion of Hereticks. 

But how much miſtaken they have all been, 
both in the Senſe and Application of this paſſage 


of Scripture, though ſo frequently and ſo vehe-i 


mently urged, will, I hope, in ſome meaſure ap 
pear, from my following diſcourſe ; wherein 


I. I ſhall enlarge upon ſome Reaſons uſually 
1 againſt the ſtrict and literal Senſe of the 
Words. Ea 
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| Il. I ſhall ſhew you what have been in fact the 


Conſequences of taking the Words in ſucha Senſe. 


III. and Laſtiy; A practical Inference ſhall 


conclude the whole. 


1. Under my Firſt general Head, I propoſe 
bo enlarge upon ſome Reaſons uſually brought 
zgainſt the ſtrict and literal Senſe of the words. 
.) We cannot make this Concluſion of the 
Wl Parable carry a literal Senſe, without a manifeſt 
borce upon, and incongruity with, the reſt of it; 
| Þ wherein our Saviour under the Notion of a Feaſt 
e (to which Firſt ſome choice Friends were invi- 
e 


ted, who refuſed to come, and then All that 


„could be mer with were Univerſally brought in) 
eÞ ſets forth the importunate Perſwaſions that had 
been made uſe of to bring over the Jews to the 
FM belief of the Goſpel, and the Calling of the 
e Gentiles, when the Jews were obſtinately reſolv- 
ed to reject it. So that here is both the Nature 


Intreaties obliged to come, and the Scope or 
Intention of the Parable, which reſpects the Con- 
verſion of the Heathens by the Miracles and 


the cruel and literal Senſe. Which beſides is by 
no means the only ſignification of the original 
word ayzyx4(w, for we are told by St. Mark, 
6. 45. that our Saviour wayxzot Ts wabyTas ab- 


Ld 


ry conſtrained or compelled his Diſciples to 


take Ship; which muſt have been by earneſt In- 


Il frcaties or Arguments, for no mention is made 


A 2 of 


of a Feaſt, to which none are by Violence but 


Leaſonings of the Apoſtles, directly oppoſite to 


— kk 
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of any corporal Violence, or extraordinary ei 
. — that he then made uſe Fs 
we ſee St. Paul has the ſame word in his fl 
mous Expoſtulation with St. Peter, Gal. 2. 10 
ri rd ihm a HN Ces Isqu ide; which cannot h 
underſtood of any compulſive Force that Apoſſe 
could exerciſe over the Gentiles, but only of hi 
inducing them to Judaize by the great authori 
of his Example. Thus the Corinthians did ay, 
1A Ceo compel St. Paul to glory, by their bela 
viour towards him, II Cor. 12: 11. and the ju 
daizers compelled the Gentiles to be circumciſed 
by earneſtly repreſenting to them the neceſſity 
of ſubmitting to that cuſtom, Gal. 6: 12. l 
which perſuaſive Senſe we alſo meer with 1 
and its compounds, not only in ſeveral plz 
ces of Scripture, but in profane Writers; as in 
 Plutarch's Life of Brutus, where he tells u 
that Ciuna the Poet dreamt that Cz/ar dil 
Ama Gd emi Surv beſeech and urge 
bim to ſup with him, (which is a parallel ex 
reſſion to our Saviour's in my Text) and whe 
- thought Intreaties would fail, took him by 
the oY and Forced him; where we have 4 
plain diſtinction betwixt the Force of Perſwaſion 
and Violence. OR. 5 
(2.) Theſe words Compel them to come in eat. 
not be underſtood in the literal Senſe, becaule 
it is directly contrary to the true Notion and 
Nature of Religion, as it appears from Reaſon 


_—_— oth ———— — 
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only 


only. As by ſeriouſly conſidering the Nature 
and Diſpoſition of things, we are ſatisfied that 
there is a ſupreme, infinitely wiſe, and perfect 
Being, who governing and upholding all things 
by his Power, and perfectly diſcerning all our 
Thoughts and Actions, has a Right to be adored 
and worſhipped by Mankind; fo likewiſe, by 
the uſe of the ſame reaſon, we underſtand that 
this Adoration is beſt and principally paid to 
that Supreme Being by the Acts of our Mind; 
and therefore that the Eſſence or true Nature of 
Religion conſiſts in the Notions that our Under» 


| ſtanding forms of God, and the reverent Moti- 


ons of Fear and Love produced afterwards in our 
Will; which inward Notions and Diſpoſitions 
are expreſſed by certain bodily Poſtures, diſco- 
vering that Honour and Reverence which the 
Spirit pays to, the Majeſty of God; and are 
only ſo far acceptable to him, as they truly and 
ſincerely repreſent the internal acts of the mind; 
without which agreement they become ſo many 
inſtances of Hypocrily and Falſehood. From 


which it plainly follows, that the only reaſona- 


ble and 3 way of inſpiring the Soul of Man 
with Religion, is by producing ſuch Notions of 
God in his Underſtanding, and ſuch good Moti- 
ons in his Will; which can never be brought to paſs 
by meer Violence, becauſe That is incapable of 
informing the Underſtanding, or imprinting the 
true Fear and Love of God upon the mind; the 

Body only being ſubject to acts of external Pow- 
er. So that, it being notoriouſly contrary to 
: A 3 EReaſon 
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Reaſon andthe Nature of Religion to exerciſe Vio 


lence in ſuch matters, we may ſafely conclude that 
God could not command it in any Revelation 
of his Will; and therefore reſt ſatisfied that the 
Place before us muſt be taken in a metaphorical, 
nat a literal, Senſe. Unleſs we can imagine 
that God has obliged us by his Word to practiſe 
what is contradictory to our Reaſon, the great 
and original Judge of Good and Evil. Contra- 
dictory, I ſay, to our Reaſon, becauſe any Man 
that confiders muſt perceive that the only natu- 
ral and proper way of propagating Religion, is, 
to enlighten the Minds of thoſe we deſire 
ſhould receive it with ſound Inſtructions, and 
ify their hearts with the Love of God. 
(3) The literal Senſe of my Text, and con- 
ſequently Compulſion in Religious matters, can- 
not be admitted, becauſe it is directly contrary 
to our Saviour's Example and the Tenor of the 
Goſpel. That Violence, exerciſed purely upon 
a Religious account, is contrary to our Saviour's 
Example, appears from his conſtant behaviour 
whilſt he was upon earth ; who all along ſhew- 
ed himſelf a wonderful pattern of Meekneſs, 
Patience, and Mercy ; particularly in that remark- 
able Reproof, with which he ſeaſonably check- 


ed the furious Zeal of his Diſciples, who would 
have exerciſed the power of Elias, by calling 
down fire upon thole that highly provoked them, 
Lithe 9: 55. Te know not what manner of Spi- 
rit ye are of, i. e. how contrary this bloody 
vindictive Spirit is to the deſign of my coming; 
or 
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For the Son of Man is not come to deſtroy 
Mens Lives, but to ſave them. This was our 
Bleſſed Saviour's determination and practice in 
a Caſe, that would have born and juſtified: the: 
greateſt Severity, even Fire from Heaven, if any 
| aſe could. For theſe Samaritans, who refuſed 
to entertain our Saviour himſelf, were not only 
S$chiſmaticks by deſerting the Temple at Fera-, 
ſalem, where God had more peculiarly placed his 
Name in order to be Worſhipped, and erecting 
mother Temple on Mount-Gerigim in oppoſi- 
tion to it; but they were Hereticłs alſo, wilfully 
perſiſting in very erroneous Opinions about mat- 
ters which nearly concerned their Salvation, and 
Worſhipping they knew not what, as our Savi- 
our tells the Woman of Samaria, ohn 4: 22, 
yet he would not allow his Diſciples to uſe any 
Violent means for their Converſion, or the puniſſi- 
ment of their Obſtinacy; though they lay under 
a notorious conjunction of Hereſy and Schiſm; 
either of which is ſufficient, with our modern 
Perſecutors, to juſtify and recommend all the 
brutal Outrage and Barbarity, that Fleſh and Blood 
can undergo on this ſide the grave. Thus tis 
plain that, Dre, Seca, could not be His Motto, 
who declared that his Kingdom was not of this 
World; and therefore would neither command 
that ſupernatural aſſiſtance of Angels, which he 
could have done, nor ſuffer his Diſciples to make 
uſe of the ordinary means of fighting, for his 
reſcue. So gentle and peaceable a Spirit governed 
the great Redeemer of Mankind, and ſo deſirous 
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was he to introduce and fix it in the World, that 
he has made the Doctrines of Meekneſs, Forbear. 
ance, and Charity the main Ingredients of Chri- 
ſtianity, and the Characteriſticks by which he 
would have hic Followers known: and this ſpj. 
rit of Love and Tenderneſs is fo diffuſed through 
the whole New Teſtament, that there is not any 
one Book in it, how ſilent ſoever in other points and 
mort in it ſelf, but preſſingly recommends this 
great Duty of Brotherly Love and Charity; 
eſpecially the writings of St. John, which are 
full of ſuch glorious Raptures of Divine Elo- 
quence, as ſo tranſporting a ſubject muſt natural. 
ly inſpire*. Agreeable to which are the ſenti. 
ments of our Apoſtle St. Paul, who, in the 
midſt of ſo great a variety of Opinions as diſtra- 
| Red the Churches under his care, does not or- 
der them to Perſecute one another to the loſs of 
Liberty or Life, bur forbids rhem even to judge one 
another uncharitably about meats and drinks, 
or matters of leſs moment, in which he tells them 
the Kingdom of God, or true Religion, does 
notcon ſiſt: and in ſeveral places of his Writings 
he acquaints us, that the Diſciples or Servants of 
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* Beatus Johannes Evangeliſta cum Epheſi moraretur uſque ad ul 
ti mam ſenectutem, & vix inter Diſcipulorum manus ad Eccleſiam 
deferretur, nec poſſet in plura vocem verba contexere, nihil aliud per 

las ſolebat proferre collectas, niſi hoc, Filioli diligite alterutrum. 
Tandem diſcipuli & fratres qui aderant, tædio aflecti, quod eadem 
ſemper audirent, dixerunt, Magiſter, quare ſemper hoc loqueris? Qui 
reſpondit dignam Johanne ſententiam, Quia preceptum Domini tft; 
& ſt ſolum fiat, ſufficit. B. Hieronym. Comment. in Cap. 6. Epil. 
ad Galatas, Tom, IV. Col. 314. Edit. Martianes, 6 
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the Bleſſed Jeſus muſt not fight or uſe Violence 
towards thoſe who diſſent from them, bux' be 
entle and patient, meekly inſtrutting thoſe 
that oppoſe the Truth, though their Doctrine 

ſpread 46 4 Gangrene, i. e. be of the moſt dan- 

gerous and pernicious ſort, even ov rthrowing the 
faith of ſome : not diſpatching our Enemies 
with Fire and Sword, (which a late French Pa- 

negyriſt declares to be the lawful means of ex- 

tirpating Hereſy) but patiently waiting to ſee 

whether God Will give them repentance to the 

acknowledging of the truth, II Tim. 2: 24, 5. 
which teacheth us to bear the infirmzties of the 
weak in Faith, Rom. 15: 1. and to reſtore them 
in the ſpirit of meekneſs to a Senſe of their 
duty, Gal. 6: 1. All which fairly juſtifies us in 
concluding, that a deſire of proceeding in Reli- 
gious matters with the extraordinary conduct of 
Elias is not conſiſtent with the Goſpel Diſpen- 
ſation, and conſequently that no pretence of re- 
forming Hereſy or Schi. will vindicate a furi- 
ons exterminating Spirit. | | 
(4.) The ſtrict and literal Senſe of my Text ought 
to be rejected, as being utterly unknown to the 
Fathers of the Three firſt Centuries, and becauſe 
Compulſion was not practiſed by the Jews or 
Firſt Chriſtians upon thoſe of their own Religion. 
Having ſhewn you that neither the Example or 

Doctrine of our Saviour or his Apoſtles do by 
any means juſtify Violence upon a Religious ac- 
count, I come now in order to an Argument 
dawn from Antiquity and the Conſent of the 
| * Firſt 
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i Firſt Fathers, who all underſtood the worgy 


of Perſecution with great acrimony, and ful 


Opinions, about the Fourth and Fifth Centuries, 
and the pattern was too exactly copyed by ſuc. 


as we do. This, it might be preſumed, ſhould 
carry a great weight with our Romiſp Adverſariez 
who are continually appealing to Tradition and 
the Senſe of the e as a ſure Guide to 
the true meaning of any controverted paſſage of 
Scripture; now tis certain, as Grotius and 
others have remarked, from ſeveral places in 
their Writings, too tedious for me to repeat and 
you to hear, that they declare very loudly 4 
gainſt all Cruelty upon account of a different 
Perſuaſion in Religion: And we hear of no Ar. 
ts for — drawn from this or any 

— Text, till the days of Theodoſeas and St 
Auſtin: who, being heated with reſentment 2. 
gainſt the Donatiſts, ſet himſelf to juſtify Severi 
ty in general, when employed for Religion ; and 
forgetting all thoſe admirable pleadings for con. 
ſcientious Liberty, made uſe of by thoſe Fathers 
that went before him, has written the Apology 
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as much warmth, as Tertullian has penned His 
for Chriſtianity againſt it's Perſecutors. So that 
in the midſt of that good Biſhop's Zeal, attend- 
ed with fo much unaccurate reaſoning, tis no 
wonder to find this Saying of our Saviour, with 


a "_— 1 p_ 


ſeveral other places, milapplied. Thus high: in- 
of 


deed things were carried, to remove diverſity o 


ceeding Ages. Vet, upon inquiry, we find that 
aden was not * in practiſe earlier, M 
ther 
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ul cher by Jews or Chriſtians; for tis very well 
es, MW known 7s the Jews ſaffered all the different Sets 
ud chat were formed upon the various Interpretations 
to of the Law of Moſes, and puniſhed only thoſe 
of @ who ſubverted the foundation of Religion, by 
ud I going after frrange Gods; they ſufferèd, I fay, 
in ſeveral Secs; even that of che Laien Which 
appears to have been, by their Principles, as 
dangerous as could be, fince they denied the 
Reſurrection of the Body and the Immortality 
of the Soul. Yet, what ſeems very remarkable, 
we never find our Saviour exhorting the Rulers 
S. to deſtroy them, or even blaming their conduct 
4 frallowing them liberty to p roſe their Opinions 
ri- And ye , Chriſtians, „ | 
nd obſerved by thoſe b e Sg this fabjeck, 
p. char they never practiſed Compulſion; and that 
7 afterwards, when the Empire firſt turned Chriſti- 
nm, the Heat hen Worſhip it ſelf was Pautinitted 
all N for above a whole Age together. 
Is (5.) The literal and violent Senſe of theſe 
hat words, Compel them to come in, cannot be ad- 
ad. mitted, becauſe of the horrid Effects and Conſe- 
no quences that may, and in a great meaſure muſk, 
ith N arrend ir. 
in. One of the ancient Fathers ys n This 
of WW as a Rule or Criterion for diſcerning the Figu- 
es, ¶ rative from the Litera Senſe of Scripture, 
uc- That all Hreral conſtruction of Texts, Which 
hat does not tend to the advancement of Faith 
er © and Morality, or carries an obligation to commit 
1er 1 e is falſe.” * both which * = 
1 iter 
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literal interpretation. of the paſſage before us, will 
appear very, culpable, becanic tis evident tha 
meer Violence can never produce an act of try 
Faith, and that tis full as, impracticable to make 
a man Believe what he does not apprehend to be 
True, as to Love what he does not think to be 

Eligible; neither of Which can he pretend to do, 
without the groſſeſt Hypocriſy. Beſides, tis wel 
known that the Sufterings of the Perſecuted 
ſeldom or never anſwer the deſigned, End, but 
gener ally the contrary; becauſę Martyrs for 
any Religion or Perſuaſion are great ſupports of iſ y 
it, by, confirming, .their,Brethren,..or. convincing I «; 

Others that they die, tor the Truth. Agreeable I i 

to which is the Obfexyatian, of Megeray upon 
the Martyrdom of Anye du Bous (who went 

to his death with extraordinary Joy and great ap- 
pearance of Piety ) that his Execution, far from 
| ſtriking any Terror into thoſe that ſaw it, begot 
a general Compaſſion, and inſpired Many with a 
perſuaſion, that the Belief, which ſo Good and 
ſo Underſtanding a Man profeſſed to the Death, 
could not poſſibly be bad. Thus we ſee the 
taking my Text in the literal Senſe does not tend 
much to the advancement of any Faith 'tis im- 0 
ployed for; and, if it be duly conſidered, twill Nit. 
be found incapable of doing any greater ſervice 5 
to Morality, or rather directly tending to the In 
greateſt Enormities. For if ſuch a Sente of this Iv 
precept is ſtrictly followed, all manner of Out- II 
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what We think the true Religion. Which ſtrange 
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rages and Seyerities may be practiſed upon the Pers 
ſons and Fortunes of thoſe that we believe miſtas 


ken, either in the Choice of their Religion, gr 
Way of profeſſing the ſame Chriſtianity. Which 
upgn 


* 


Proceeding cannot pretend tobe. juſtified updgn 
any other Ground or Foundation than this, That 
Actions, which conſidered in themſelves are Evil, 
become Good and Juſt, when done for the lake of 


Poſition. neceſſarily draws after it a deteſtable 
Train of horrid Impieties, ſincę all the Barre 

which ſeparate Virtue from Viee being hereby 
removed, all manner of infamous Practiſes *muſt 


. — — —— 


1 A SERMON preached before 
Reaction, it will conſtantly prove a deteſtable 
Principle of horrid Abominations on both ſides 
as the courſe of Power ſhall alter. All Which 
ether muſt determine us to conclude 4. 
Violence and Compulſion in Wer of 
igen which may more juſtly be reckoned 
the Spunge of Morality and 2 than 
the Doane of Predeſtination, to which Tha 
Character i is applyed. 

1 proceed now from declaring What horrid 
nfs may, and muſt in fome meaſure, attend 
Compriſion in Age matters, to ſhew you, 


II. What have been in fact the Conſequences 
&f taking the words in a literal Senſe. 
Tbis F think will beſt appear by taking a lietl 
view of the Nomiſh Practiſes in propagating 
what They call the Catholicke Faith, ſupported 
by the Authority of their Cæſuiſte, Councils, 
and Popes; ſome of which have been ſo zeal- 
_ ouffy bent upon deſtroying the Liberty of judg- 
ing in matters of Faith, that Pope Leo the Tenth, 
with the conenrrence of the Lateran Council, 
fet' a much feverer penalty upon Hereſy than 
Blaſphemy. Tis an old Obſervation upon the 
Papiſte, that, wherever they have not the Go- 
vernment in their hands, they are continually cry- 
ing out, That nothing is more unjuſt than diſturb- 
ing + 7 the | core of Conſcience; which 
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15 Vide Ballam e Curie a P. Leone Xo'editam, in Con. 
ali Lutranenſi vn Seſſone nona, col. 1754. 7 Edit. Pariſ. 1714. 
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ridiculous in Their mouths, becauſe a Religion 
that forces Conſcience, has no right to plead it; 
but per fidzous and inſincere too, ſince 'tis-their 
wowed Doctrine that the ſolemneſt Oath and 


Cant ract muſt no more eſcape uncancelled, than 


the other Duties of Humanity, wherever there's 
a Probability that the violating of our Word or 


Oath * will force back Herez:cks to the Catho- 


lick Faith. This is and hab been ſo univerſally 
practiſed amongſt them by all Orders and De- 
grees of Men Eccleſiaſtical and Civil, that I 
have ſometimes thought that the infamous Cha 


racer which Davi/a} gives the great Duke of 


Gui/e, that in Him Diſſimulation and Doublene ſs 


were turned into Nature, may very well be 


thought owing to the Dictates and Principles of 


That Religion, whoſe Cauſe he ſo violently e- 


ſpouſed. Neither has the Sacred Word and Ho- 


nour of Princes been able to preſerve them a- 


rainſt this Spirit of Catboliciſm, as the World 
is well ſatisfied by numerous Examples in our 


neighbouring Nations, and Two notorious In- 
ſtances in our own. So that, whatever Promiſes 


they may make their Proteſtant Subjects, to 


remove their Fears and Jealouſies, they will, I 


doubr, in reality act according to that monſtrous 


Declaration, which Heury the Third made upon 
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* See the Book intitled Foxes and Firebrands, part 2. pag. 30, 58. 
+ Hiſtory of the Civil Wars of France, A. D. 1588. | hi 
5 | I Tarts 


the UNIVERSITY of Cambridge. Is 


Maxim, however true in it ſelf, is not only _ 
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16 AI ERM ON preached before 
this point to the States of France aſſembled at 
Blois“; when he told them, that, whatever Oath 
the neceſſity of his Affairs might oblige him to 
rake, to the prejudice of the Catholic Religion, 
he would keep it no longer, than till he could 


get ſufficient Power and Opportunity to break it; 
and I believe what is {aid of Pope Boniface the d, 
Iutravit ut Vulpes, regnavit ut Leo, has been 
and will be found by Experience true, of all 
Princes and Governours thoroughly influenced 
by the Spirit of Popery. And tis in effect 

affirmed by an ingenious Writerf, of as diffuſe 
Reading and curious Obſeryation as any the laſt 


Age produced, that there is not One Example 


in Hiſtory of a Catholick Sovereign, who has 
kept his word concerning Religion, with his 
Subjects of a different Perſuaſion : Which makes 


me inclined to believe that there is too much 


Ground for that ſtinging Reflection or Advice, 


which we find in the fame Author, *Twere Cha- 


rity, not to put Roman Catholicks to their 
Oaths. But farther ; when we ſee the Religion 
of an Oath or ſolemn Contract (the thing in 


the World that's ſtrongeſt founded on the fut 


Principles of Morality) thus eaſily and conſtant- 
ly plaid off and diſpenſed with; we need not 
wonder much at the Barbarities practiſed upon 
the Albigenſes under the influence of pious St. 
Dominick, the Inhumanity of the Duke of A.. 
va in Flanders, or the Maſſacres of Cabrieres, 
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* Mexeray's Hiſt. of France, 3 D. 1 775. 
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17 
grindol, and St. Bartholomew's in France ; 
nor ſhall we be much ſurprized at the Powder. 
ot and the brutal Butchery of the Proteſtants 
in Ireland and Piedmont, or the late Per /e- 
cution in France, and the daily Triumphs of the 
Inquiſition in Portugal and Span; All of them 
anfified by the literal Senſe of my Text. 
Which has likewiſe unfortunately extended its 
Influence to both the IJadies; as we may per- 
ceive by the Behaviour of the Spaniardt in A. 
merica, where they are charged with the Murder 
of ſeveral Millions of Souls, and other horrid 
Abominations, by Joſeph à Caſta the Feſurr,and 
Barth. de las Caſas the good Bp. of Chiapa, Wri- 
ters of their own Nation and Communion ; and 
by the ſevere Uſage, with which Alexis de Me- 
neſes ABp. of Goa treated the Chriſtians of St. 
Thomas in the Eaſt Iudies, becauſe they would 
not comply with the Idolatrous Superſtition of 
the Latin Church, and, renouncing their Obedi- 
ence to the Patriarch of Babylon“, ſubmit to the 
uſurped Juriſdiction of the Biſhop of Rome. 
The fame likewiſe appears from the other Inſtance 
of the Cruelty threatened to be exerciſed, by 
the Inſtigation of the Jeſuite, upon the Brach. 
mans there, becauſe they would not forſake the 
Religion of their Anceſtors ; which really tis a 
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* P. Simon's Critical Hiſtory of the Religions and Cuſtoms of the 
Eaſtern Nations, Chap. 8. where he gives us an Extract ofa Book print- 
ed at Bruſſels, A. D. 1609, containing the account of ABp. Meneſes a 
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18 A SERMON preached before 

wonder the Pagans; Mahometans; or. Chriſtian 
of the Greek Chunch ever do, conſidering wha 
abſurd and imperrinent Stuff the Papiſts put up 
on them for the Goſpel and Religion of Je 
Chriſt; if we may believe the Account that pn 
ther Zampi the heat iin“, and other Miſſionaries 
give of their own Poctrine in the Eaſt. That 
inhuman Edict is directly laid ro the Charge of 
the Jeſuits by Gaſpur Sciopbius, though, a8 
learned Writer obſetves, this Reproach came x 
ill from Him 4s any Man breathing, after he 
had publiſhed ſo vile and deteſtable a Book for 
Perſecution, as his Cluſſicum Belli Sacri or Heldu: 
Redivions plainly appears to be; paiticularly in 
the Paſſages taken bur of it, and reprinted at the end 
of the Cancellaria Hiſpunicu. Thus untelent: 
ing, arid thus inhuman, is the Fpirit of. Pope: 
ry, in the Generality of That Communion, evei 
to this day; if we may judge by the terrible 
Havoek made amongſt the Proreſtants in France, 
about 30 years age; and we may juſtly: believe, 
I think, without breach of Charity, that the 
moſt Reaſonable and Moderate amongſt the Pa 
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* Acromnt of the Religion of the Mingrelians, printed in the Fit 
Vol. of Sit Fohn Chatdin's Voyages en Perſe, Amſterdam, 1711, 
+ See the Hiſtory of Chriſt written in Perſian by Ferom Xavier, ali 
printed at Leyden with animadverſions upon it by Lud. de Dieu, 
1639. Of which and another Book, by the ſame Feſuit, a true charactet 
and account is given by the very learned and judicious Dr, Prideaus 
$ the end of his Life of Mahonrt, under the title of Ahmed Ein Ln 
edin. 2 FF OTE "at; »5q a 8 | 
1 Ti his ſevere Reflections upon the Jeſuit Strada, called Infartis 
Famiani, pag. I77>, 8. 5 £10 ES 
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ie ifs will hardly be gotten farther than their be: 
wha loved St Bernard, who, ipeaking of the Zeal 
up. of a giddy Rabble that diſpatehed a Parcel of 


Hereticks; : fays only, Approbamus Zelum, ſed 


Bl Faftum non ſugdenins*; Mildly enough Vet 


the Good Man quickly repents him even of this 
Approach to the Goſpel Spirit, and, in the very 
next Period, corrects this unadviſed Lepiry, by 
declaring for the Magiſtrate's coercive Power in 
matters of Faith. By ſuch occaſional Seyerities 
25 theſe I have mentioned, and the ſtanding Di- 
ſcipline of the Inquiſſtion, (where the leaſt Pray 
vitas hæretica is lookt upon tobe, what Tacitus 
ſays in another caſe, mnium accuſationum com- 
plementumt) the Church of Rome has eſtabliſh- 
ed and ſtill maintains its Spiritual Tyranny over 
the Conſciences of its Subjects; and exerciſes ſo 
abſolute a Dominios over their Faith, by the 
fear of the Secular Power, as to make them ſit 
down contented , not only under the gxoſſeſt 
Contradictions to Reaſon and Seripture, ſuch as 
Tranſubſtantiation , Purgatory, Worſhiping 
of Images, and the like; but to acquielce allo 
under another moſt unreaſonable and dangerous O- 
pinion, which exalts indeed the Sgcerdotal Of 
fice, but at the fame time leaves 1 Chriſtianitx 
and Salvation of the People very precarious: I 
mean the Popiſb Doctrine, that he Prieſtr In- 
tention is neceſſary to the Validity of any Sa- 
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5s CASERMON preached before 
crament adminiſtred by him; which all conſ. 
dering Men muſt ſee is attended with fatal Conſe 
_ quences. And that this Doctrine is carried fu. 

ther than bare Speculation among them, the 
World is fully ſatisfied by the remarkable Con. 
feſſion of a late French Prelate, Philibert k. 
manuel de Lavardin Biſhop of Mans; who 
333 declared upon his Death- bed, that he 
ad never confer d Orders or adminiſtred any o- 
ther Sacrament (according to the Popiſb Notion 
and Number of them) with a Deſign and Inter. 
tion that they ſhould have the deſired Effect: 
Which ſurprizing Declaration ſo far affected even 
ſome of the wiſer Sort, that ſeveral Clergymen, 
(and amongſt the reſt the famous Father Maſca. 
ron, afterwards Biſhop of Agen) upon whom 
He had formerly laid hands, procured themſelves 
to be reordained by other Biſhops.* T 
Tbhbeſe and ſeveral other Hardfhips i Creden- 
dis are endured by thoſe of the Romiſh Commu- 
nion, for fear of Perſecution; but then, it muſt 
be confeſt, they are ſomething alleviated by the 
notorious Relaxation of the Agenda, ſo freely 
indulged them in the Writings of their Caſuiſta 
Who may truly be ſaid to make the Goſpel of 

gene ect, and even leave their Diſciples with- 
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- 4, Fptreciens ſur divers Sujets d. Hiſtoire, &c. pag. 399. Cologue, 1711. 
and La Vie de Mr. de St. Evremond written by Mr. Des Mai eaux, 
pag. 22. Lid. 1708. Where we are told that an intended Proceſs 
sgainſt the Memory of Biſhop Lavardin, for this, Declaration and 
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his other Impious Sentiments, wa#hindered; for certain Reaſons, there 
mentioned, that geeerally prevail in the Court and Churth of Rorie. 
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tural and Beaſtiy 
bluſh ro name which ap 


abominable Determinations. in points of Practice, 


and their ſerious Diſquiſitions upon fach Unna- 


pears ſufficiently from 
the Collection made out of their Books by Hit 
liam de Mola, but prudently publiſhed under 


the aſſumed Name of Amadeus Gnimenius, and 


the famous Provincial Letters . of Mon- 
ſeur Paſtal* So that, in ſhort, betwixt their 


deteſtable Morality and barbarous Craelty, a 


Man is almoſt provoked to think, that if Julian 
the Apoſtate had been furniſhed with Jeſtitt, 
and Decius or Diocletian with Dominican In- 
quiſitors, Chriſtianity could ſcarce have ſurvived 


them. 


III, and Laſtly. The Inference that natural- 
ly ariſes from the Whole, is this. 59] 
Since tis manifeſt, that the violent and cruel Senſe 
of theſe Words, Compel them to come in, that my 
houſe may be filled, is directly r 
Meaning and Intention of the Parable tis a part of 
and is drawn onely from Oze Signification of the 
original word a-af4z, which it is not neceffary 


it ſhould be taken in; that it is contradictory to 


our Natural Notions of true Religion; contrary to 
our Bleſſed Saviour's Example and the Tenor of the 


— * 
388 


PEI 


OR * —— 2 — 
a * * * * * * 


Sins, as a ſober Heathen would 


epugnant to the 
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out God in the World; when we conſider their 


* See alſo the Book intitled, La Morale des Feſuites, Extraite dec. 


lment de leurs Livres imprimex. avuet la Permiſfion & H Approbatin 
der Swperieurs de {eur Compagnie. Mons, 1653. | 
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ATERMON proces fee 


ta the Fathers ofthe Three Firſt Centuries ; Since 
likewiſe it is evident, that Campulſion was never 
practifed by the Fews or Fin, Chriſtians upon 
thoſe of their wn Religion; and, /a/tzy, that it al 
ways has been, and always muff be, attended with 
ſuch horrid Effects and Conſequences, as I have 
ſhewn the Execution of it to bo: Lex us, as we pro- 
fels ta be Chriſtians and Followers of the meek Fe- 
ſs, take a cantrary courſe, in endeavouring to con- 
gert thoſe we think miſtaken, by Inſtructions, by 


— 


charitable and calm Reafonings, by Clearing up 
their Doubts, by Prayers ta God in their behalf, and 
by all poffible Demonſtrations of a Zeal truly Chri- 
ftian for the Salvation of their Souls. For (as 
« Athanaſius very juſtly obſerves) tis highly 
« indecent, and proper only for Men who are 
1 diffident of what they profeſs to believe, vio- 
e lently to force and compel any perſons 
to embrace an Opinion, which they are not 
4+. difpoſed to receive. Becauſe Truth 
is not to be propagated with the Weapons of 
War and a military Power, but by gentle Per- 
ſuaſion and Counſel ; It being the pecu- 
Har Quality of Piety or true Religion, not to 
conſtrain, but perſuade Men.”* This judici- 
ous. Obſervation „5 I think, we are all obliged 


— —t„t᷑-— 
_—_— * — VE ns Vw — H— 
— 


+. Hiſtoria Arianorum ad Monachos, pag. 363. A. Tom. I. Elis. 
Benedict. Ac inte, x94 & Frppermwy ©; ASTA, To Se, 19) 
16 = Os M abe & Biazor, 20) 2g 

Toxkwruy y Anz a, Ma mi © oupornice, Et inferius 


\ 


pag. 384. C. ©xoorotins Ag, fun dure, dm aur. 


10 


—— | —— ct "a. * TP I ”>We = TT OO RR --” I 


r- 


the UNIVERSITY of Cambridge. 23 


to ramember; not only in general as we are 
Chriſtians, but in particular alſo, as we are 


Members of the Church of England; for it 


muſt be acknowledged that Compulſion and Pere 


ſecution are much more excuſable upon the Prin- 


ciples of the Church f Rome, than according 
to our Tenets; becauſe That Church, by ſetting 
up to be Infallible, and being generally owned 
to be ſo by its Subjects, has a better Pretence to 


demand a blind Submiſſion from them, and 7 
to treat thoſe roughly who refuſe to pay it, than 
a Church that lays claim to no ſuch unreaſonable 


Privilege ; which is plainly our Caſe. 


To conclude : It were to be wiſhed indeed 


that this furious perſecuting Spirit were quite 


extinguiſhed; but I am afraid, with an inge 


nious Writer, that Popery is too neceſſary an 
Inſtrument for executing the Vengeance of in- 
cenſed Providence, to expect the World ſhould 
be delivered from it. However, let Us do our 
Part, and following our great Apoſtle's Advice 


to the Epheſians, 4: 1. let us take particular 


Care to walk worthy of the Vocation where 
with we are called; with Lowlineſs and Meek- 
neſs, with Long-ſuffering, forbearing one and- 
ther in Love; and ſincerely endeavourimg #0 
keep the Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of 
Peace. Amen. | 
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